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1. Describe a time when you felt scared to do something, but you did it anyway. What gave you the courage
to face your fear?

Start with a prayer asking God to quiet your mind and open your eyes to read His truth in the Bible today.
Read John 6:16–21.

2. Why did Jesus withdraw to the mountains by Himself?

3. When did the disciples leave for Capernaum?

4. How far did the disciples get before they saw Jesus?

5. What was the disciples’ reaction to seeing Jesus?

6. What did Jesus say to the disciples?

7. How did the disciples respond?
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Read John 6:16–18.
Over the past 18 months, we have faced seemingly “impossible” circumstances across the board. We have gone
through a lot together as a nation and as a church. Most of the time, we are really quick to ask God to get us out of
the hard times in life. But sometimes, those hard times are exactly what we need.
In this passage, we see both Jesus and the disciples facing what we might consider overwhelming circumstances.
Jesus deals with a mass of people who attempt to take Him by force. The disciples are sailing in the middle of a
turbulent storm without Jesus. But in the crazy and overwhelming circumstances, God is sovereign and is working
out His plan and purposes, even if it doesn’t feel like it. Even when hope seems lost, God is sovereign here and
unfolding His plan and purpose, with Jesus, with the disciples, and with us.
In Matthew and Mark’s gospels, they tell us that Jesus actually sent His disciples off without Him, literally, making them
go. Do you think it was a coincidence that Jesus sent them off into the storm? I don’t think so! I think Jesus was wanting
them to see and understand that He is God and He is the Messiah and Deliverer they’ve been waiting for!
The disciples were right where Jesus wanted them to be. He wanted them to face the storm so that they might see
the Savior.

8. Before this story even starts, we see Jesus take a position of humility. When people want to make Him king,
which is His rightful place, He retreats to a mountain to be by Himself. Why doesn’t Jesus take this
opportunity to become king?

9. The disciples go out on the sea on their own. It’s dark, the seas become rough, the winds start to blow, and
they don’t have Jesus with them. Are there any times you have felt darkness and felt like Jesus was a long
way off?

10. Do you believe that God intentionally puts you in hard times? Do you believe God can do this and still be a
loving and kind God?
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Read John 6:19–21.
“Don’t believe the lie that always struggling to obey God is a worse lot in life than disobeying Him with peace. God did
not make us to ‘feel good inside’ (or outside) all the time this side of Heaven; He made us to share in the sufferings of
Christ, that we might also share in His resurrection. And the reality, for many, is that the resurrection kind of life in
these areas of death isn’t always postponed until the life to come. But you won’t know that until you’re willing to go to
the cross for as long as it takes to die (Jared Wilson, The Imperfect Disciple.)”
In Exodus 14, God brings the nation of Israel right up to the Red Sea where they’d be trapped – the Sea ahead of them
and the Egyptian army behind them. But Exodus 14:4 says that God did this so that he “will get glory over Pharaoh and
all his host, and the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD.”
Because what would happen is God would part the Red Sea so that the nation of Israel could cross over on dry ground.
They would be delivered from their impending death (at least that’s what they thought was going to happen). In the
same way, Jesus doesn’t just part the waters, but he actually walks on the water and saves His disciples from the
storm.

11. What do you think Jesus is wanting His disciples to understand about who He is? What kind of deliverance
does Jesus offer that Moses never could?

12. The last verse says that the disciples were glad to bring Jesus into the boat. It was their desire to bring Him
in. Oftentimes, it takes scary or unpredictable times to allow Jesus into our lives. Is there any area of your
life where you haven’t “invited Jesus in”? What’s holding you back from inviting Him into that area of your
life?

What do you think might happen if you invited Him into that area of your life?

13. God not only uses difficult times to help us grow closer in relationship with Him, but He also uses difficult
times to grow our faith, to grow our confidence of who Jesus is and what He has done for us. What is one
aspect of your faith that God has solidified through a difficult circumstance?

________________________________
Note: This study was written by Pastors Jeremy Anderson and Mario Arindaeng. www.villagebible.church/students.
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